CONCLUSIONS 


The future requires us to open new windows to producing 
academic and social competence in children. Educators 
should be receptive to new approaches that will eliminate 
problems that interfere with teaching and learning. The posi- 
tive results of using structured learning and cooperative 
learning allow educators to keep pace with the demands that 
society is placing on them. 

Social skills can be taught in a cooperative environment. 
Cooperative goal structures provide a motivational context 
in which academic and social skills can be learned and 
practiced. Structured learning provides a methodology that 
allows students to learn and practice the social skills neces- 
sary to function in cooperative environments. The two mod- 
els can be integrated if the teacher structures the learning 
environment in such a way as to teach the cooperative and 
social skills through a structured learning (direct instruction) 
format. 

Cooperative learning and structured learning are two com- 
patible models that focus on the development of a student’s 
social competence and academic performance. These models 
provide educators with strategies that teach young people 
to become critical thinkers and to interact cooperatively with 
others. Paramount to these models is teaching and 
strengthening social skills. Only then can educators help the 
adults of tomorrow apply the skills necessary for com- 
municating, interacting, and working in all cooperative situ- 
ations. 
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